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head, and clothed in a tunic set with pearls. I- ap-
proached him and made my salutation; he desired me
with kindness to sit down, and then ordered dinner;
after having finished [our repast], the dastar-khwan
was removed, and he having looked towards Mubarak,
asked my story. Mubarak replied, "This prince's
uncle now reigns in the room of his father, and is
become the enemy of his life, for which reason I have
run off with him from thence, and have conducted
him. to your majesty; he is an orphan, and the throne
is his due; but no one can do anything without a
protector; with your majesty's assistance, this injured
[youth] may get his rights; recollect the return due
for his father's services, afford him your assistance, and
give him the fortieth monkey, that the number may
be completed, and the prince, having gained his rights
[with their aid],1 will pray for your majesty's long
life and prosperity; he has no other visible resource
except your majesty's protection.''

On hearing all these circumstances, Maliki Sddik,
after a pause, said, " In truth, the return for the de-
ceased king's services, and his friendship for me, are
great; and, considering that this helpless prince is over-
whelmed with misfortunes, that he has quitted his
lineal throne to save his life, and is come as far as this,
and has taken shelter under the shadow of our pro-
tection, I shall in no way be wanting [to afford him my
assistance] as far as I am able, nor will I pass him over;
but I have an affair iii hand; if he can do it and does

' The forty figures of monkeys would give the possessor a power over the
dim and ?inns, and having them at his command, he could easily overset
the usurper, alias his uncle.